
 

 

  

 

 

The Academic Week Ahead 

September 24-28, 2018 

 

 

English Language Arts Phil Girard  

After finishing our Commons Walking Tour of Argument, students will be introduced to the space-

related question on which they'll be taking a position. In addition, we will read through examples of 

argumentative writing and seek to identify the elements that make arguments work.  Finally, students 

will begin their grammar studies this week with an in depth look at apostrophes.  

 

Literature Claire Alexander 

Students will continue to learn about being “text detectives” by looking at articles, finding the most 

important information and answering questions with that information. We will also begin adding 

vocabulary to our glossaries with the words 'planetary body' and 'sustainable'. There are no due dates. 

Students should be reading each night after school. 

Social Studies Kelly Francisco 

We were excited to kick-off the project “Mission:  Space” last week! In social studies, we will be 

studying Earth-based economies before students create their own and figure out how to settle and 

acquire resources on planets throughout our solar system.  We will be learning about the basics of 

economics.  Later in the week, students will be participating in a simulation showcasing the four basic 

types of economies.  No assignments are due. 

Science Emily Feaster 

We have studied the moon and its phases last week and will be moving on to learn about the basics 

of our solar system this week. Students will begin trying to figure out if there is a planetary body (that 

we can reasonably reach) that can sustain human life. Notebooks will be checked periodically 

throughout the next couple weeks. Remind students that if they are absent to check the missing work 

folder to catch up. No new assignments are due.  

World Language Marina Call 

Students will continue to work on two goals: “I can introduce myself and a friend.” and “I can express 

what I like and describe what a friend likes.” Beginning Spanish students will learn the numbers with 

the game of Fish. Modifications will be made for more advanced students so they can practice 

numbers in the hundreds and beyond. Many students explained to their parents last week the 

awesomeness of cognates. Please ask your child to explain a cognate and to give you an example in 

Spanish. 

Health Treasa Merchant 

Students will re-examine their perceptions about healthy sleep for adolescents. Students will discuss 

how much sleep they need and how sleep effects their learning. We will discuss ways to overcome 

sleep problems and determine what in our environment creates too much stimulus for us before we 

try to sleep. Each group will be given a scenario to discuss, and how to correct the sleep problem. 
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Math Anne Bara & Kris Galoci  

6
th
 Grade:  Our future Dragon Payload and Mars Hab engineers are laying the foundation for their 

project by working with 2D nets that will be made into 3D objects using a limited amount of 

materials. This group will need to bring small cardboard boxes with 6 attached sides from home for 

next week’s activity. Examples include cereal boxes, cracker, cookie or spaghetti boxes, shoe boxes 

with an attached lid, oatmeal cylinders (no lid is fine), different shapes without lids are acceptable. 

Students will be creating a cubic box with the same volume from these. They will be calculating area 

and volume using formulas as well as studying area to volume ratios. 

7
th
 Grade:  Our future Dragon Payload and Mars Hab engineers are laying the foundation for their 

project by working with 2D nets that will be made into 3D objects using a limited amount of 

materials. This group will need to bring small cardboard boxes with 6 attached sides from home for 

next week’s activity. Examples include cereal boxes, cracker, cookie or spaghetti boxes, shoe boxes 

with an attached lid, oatmeal cylinders (no lid is fine), different shapes without lids are acceptable. 

Students will be creating a cubic box with the same volume from these. They will be calculating area 

and volume using formulas as well as studying area to volume ratios. The algebra students have been 

using fractals to explore recursive patterns this week. In the week ahead, they will begin working with 

data and learning various ways to represent and describe that data. Geometry students will be 

working on writing their own definitions of both familiar and new geometric terms, as well as 

learning new construction skills and learning to communicate mathematically. 

8
th
 Grade:  Our future Dragon Payload and Mars Hab engineers are laying the foundation for their 

project by working with 2D nets that will be made into 3D objects using a limited amount of 

materials. This group will need to bring small cardboard boxes with 6 attached sides from home for 

next week’s activity. Examples include cereal boxes, cracker, cookie or spaghetti boxes, shoe boxes 

with an attached lid, oatmeal cylinders (no lid is fine), different shapes without lids are acceptable. 

Students will be creating a cubic box with the same volume from these. They will be calculating area 

and volume using formulas as well as studying area to volume ratios. 

Advanced: The algebra students have been using fractals to explore recursive patterns this week. In 

the week ahead, they will begin working with data and learning various ways to represent and 

describe that data. Geometry students will be working on writing their own definitions of both 

familiar and new geometric terms, as well as learning new construction skills and learning to 

communicate mathematically. 
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