
 

 

  

 

 

The Academic Week Ahead 

February 11 – February 15, 2019 

 

English Language Arts Phil Girard  

On Monday, students will finish up the Map Story mini-project (which is due on Tuesday). We will 

also begin our next school-wide project, “Game On” this week. Students will first use analysis in a 

"lab" (in ELA) to help identify several mystery objects. From there, we'll see examples of how analysis 

can be applied to works of art. Students will also review the characteristics of dystopian societies from 

Lit in their journal writing. 

 

Literature Claire Alexander 

We are a bit behind on reading our novels due to snow days. We will continue to read in class, work 

on some vocabulary, and engage in some group discussions about the novels.  There are no due dates 

this week.  

 

As always, students should continue to read for pleasure outside of school for at least 30 minutes a 

day.  Doing so improves not only reading skills but spelling, vocabulary, grammar and more! 

 

Social Studies Kelly Francisco 

Students have begun preparing for the adventure they're undertaking for our school wide “Game On” 

project. In social studies we are focusing on Westward Expansion in the United States in early 1800s 

including related geography standards on vegetation and climate regions of the U.S. that impacted 

early settlers in the West. Students will be focusing research on an assigned vegetation this week. They 

are also finishing their inventory list started last week on Google Drive. The inventory list mirrors 

supplies pioneers used to prepare for their journey on the Oregon Trail. These will be due Friday, 

February 15. 

 

Science Emily Feaster 

Students have begun choosing the animal adaptations their characters will gain during the “Game On” 

project. This is found on a Google document titled “Animal Adaptations” and will be due by the end 

of the day Monday. They should have half of it completed by now. Students will continue to learn 

about natural selection and how adaptations occur over many generations. 

 

World Language Marina Call 

Students will learn about Africa and its diverse languages and cultures this week. We will also discuss 

second semester projects and possible outings. 

 

Health Treasa Merchant 

Students will finish up the vaping vs. smoking unit.  A related and disturbing study on vaping was 

released just last Wednesday; read about it here.  We will be discussing why vaping is an epidemic 

and what the health effects are.  Some pods did not get to our vaping lesson due another snow day.  

Those pods will discuss vaping while the others will begin the lesson on drugs, starting with 

marijuana. Please ask what they have learned about each! 
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Math Anne Bara & Kris Galoci  

 

6
th
 Grade:  Students have begun exploring concepts about probability, working with fractions,  

percentages and ratios. We are gathering game ideas for the math component of the Game On! 

project. 

 

7
th
 Grade:  Students have begun exploring concepts about probability, working with fractions, 

percentages and ratios. We are gathering game ideas for the math component of the Game On! 

project. 

 

8
th
 Grade:  Students will begin looking at patterns and number sequences, exploring them in the 

context of adaptations of living organisms as part of the Game On! project. 

 

Algebra: Students will continue working with exponents, exponential equations, and their 

applications.  We will have a test over Chapter 6 on Thursday.  We continue to have class on 

Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:05.  Because of the challenging road conditions, please try to leave a 

few minutes earlier than normal so students can arrive on time.  Attendance at these morning classes is 

critical to understanding and practicing new concepts. These morning classes are the only times that 

they are in class with just algebra students, so it is the best time to get both their math teachers' 

undivided attention! 

 

Geometry: Students have begun chapter 8 which explores concepts involving the area of various 

geometric shapes. Students should anticipate a quiz Wednesday and Friday with a test the following 

Monday.  We continue to have a zero hour class on Mondays and will be adding another meeting 

time Wednesday mornings to help make up for lost time due to snow days. 
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